The cloned cel (cellulose degradation) genes of Clostridium thermocellum and their products.
More than 10 cel genes of Clostridium thermocellum were cloned and expressed in Escherichia coli. Four of them, celA, celB, celC and celD, were studied in detail. The corresponding endoglucanases were purified from E. coli and characterized. The over-produced endoglucanase D, purified from cytoplasmic granules, was crystallized.